People of concern
Afghan refugees -many of whom arrived before 2001 -constituted the main population of concern to UNHCR in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Approximately 97 per cent of Afghan refugees lived in urban areas and the rest resided in 11 settlements. The Afghan refugees were recognized on a prima facie basis during a comprehensive registration programme conducted in 2001, referred to as Amayesh registration. New arrivals claiming asylum were required to undergo refugee status determination (RSD) by the Government, however UNHCR did not have access to the procedures. As of end of 2013, there were some 814,000 Afghan refugees in the country. Gap: Due to funding constraints, the number of health centres planned for MoH support was revised down to 132. The MoH used its own funds to sustain PoC access to PHC. While over 9,000 non-vulnerable refugees benefited from HISE II, only extremely vulnerable refugees accessed the HISE III scheme owing to funding shortages.
# of health facilities equipped/constructed/rehabilitated Afghan refugees and asylum-seekers 200 132
Extent PoC have access to secondary and tertiary health care Afghan refugees and asylum-seekers 85% 25%
Iraqi refugees 80% 70%
Population has optimal access to education Result/impact: The Ministry of Education (MoE) remained UNHCR's main education partner. This constructive partnership ensured the enrolment of almost 319,000 Afghan and Iraqi students during the 2012/2013 academic year -a 12 per cent increase from 2012. A 10-classroom school in Gharchak area was constructed, accommodating 720 children of both refugee and local communities; classroom furniture and sport items were provided to schools hosting refugee students in nine provinces; and stationery packs were distributed to 12,000 vulnerable refugees. Meanwhile, USD 20 ATM cards were provided for 4,000 vulnerable refugee students in six provinces; over 3,700 refugees received literacy training; and almost 13,000 vulnerable students received uniforms.
Gap: Due to budget constraints, the construction of four additional schools and literacy training for 1,000 refugees did not take place in 2013. 
# of PoC admitted to national education system

Assessment of results
UNHCR's goal was to bolster asylum space in the country by supporting the Government and building the human capital of refugees so that any return to their country of origin or resettlement in a third country was sustainable, while also supporting their stay in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The programme focused on inter-connected interventions (health, education, livelihoods and durable solutions) in line with the SSAR. Since the launch of the strategy was launched in May 2012, the Government had made considerable strides in making the process operational, allowing for registered refugees to bene t from education, access to work permits and health insurance. Over 300,000 Afghan refugee children have attended school, and literacy amongst Afghan children has increased from 6 per cent to 60 per cent over the last three decades. A comprehensive regularization plan for undocumented Afghans was put in place by the Government, with 135,000 Afghan families reportedly being offered renewable residence permits with a right to apply for work permits.
Nonetheless, there remained some operational challenges which prevented UNHCR from fully assisting refugees in areas of education, health and livelihoods. Refugees had restricted access to educational facilities, health costs were higher for them than for Iranians, and their employment options were limited to low-paying positions. Medium-to long-term strategic planning remained a challenge and programme outcomes were unpredictable owing to frequent changes with governmental partners.
Working with others
UNHCR continued its partnership with six Government partners (including the Ministries of Education, Health and Interior), seven national NGOs, three international NGOs and two UN agencies focused on four main areas of interventions: health, education, livelihoods and durable solutions.
Operation Mercy and Nippon International Cooperation for Community Development (NICCO) distributed non-food items and organized various events for refugees.
The organization's funds were insuf cient to meet refugee needs and, as a result, all active bodies for refugees used their own funds or explored fundraising interventions in order to partially address needs. 
